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European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies

• OBS supports and promotes evidence-based health policy-making 
through comprehensive and rigorous analysis of the dynamics of 
health care systems in Europe. 

• OBS engages directly with policy-makers and experts, and works in 
partnership with research centres, governments and international 
organizations to analyse health systems and policy trends.

• Partnership hosted by the WHO/Europe
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COVID-19 Heath Systems Response Monitor (HSRM)

www.covid19healthsystem.org 
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• HSRM platform is a publicly available online 
resource that collects and organises information on 
how health systems are responding to COVID-19 

• It is structured and updated to help policy makers 
review what is happening country by country and 
issue by issue

• Country-specific responses across Europe + USA 
and Canada reported by country experts from OBS 
Health Systems and Policies Monitor Network

• Information is collected systematically and regularly 
(starting April 2020) based on the standard 
template
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Country information collection and template

Regular revisions of the standard template to reflect the 
pandemic response development, e.g.:

- Transiting in and out of lockdowns;
- Vaccination planning, distribution and access;
- Expansion of testing strategy, genetic sequencing;  
- Counteracting dis- and mis- information, vaccine hesitancy;
- Financing health services in 2021;
- Role of GPs and primary care;
- Supporting health workforce;
- Maintaining access to essential services.
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Cross-country comparison tool
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Cross-country analysis
• HSRM’s “policy snapshots”  contain analysis that 

builds on country comparisons to generate 
policy relevant insights 

• Policy snapshots are developed in response to 
policy makers’ questions from countries, WHO 
and the EC, and topical issues

• The cross-country analysis tool responds to 
decision-makers and new snapshots are 
developed as policy and practice in countries 
evolves. 
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Examples from HSRM policy snapshots

Testing-tracing-
isolating

Paying healthcare 
providers

Implementing 
vaccination programmes
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Other activities

• Eurohealth (November 2020)
• Webinars (Tuesdays 12 noon CET) 
• Rapid responses 

Watch this space!
• Health Policy Special Issue on COVID-19 

response
• Strengthening Health Systems 

Resilience for COVID-19 (policy brief)
• SoHEU country profiles with OECD 
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Thank you!

COVID-19 WEBINARS: 
Tuesdays, 12:00-13:00 CET (next TBC)

https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/Webinars.aspx

healthobservatory.eu
covid19healthsystem.org  

@OBShealth

https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/Webinars.aspx
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