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“Diagnosis coding captures a patient's state of illness and 
disease during outpatient care and at the time of inpatient 
admission. This important information communicates the 
patient's health to other healthcare providers, specialists, 
insurance payers, and data registries.”

The diagnosis code supports the medical necessity for the service 
and tells the payer why the service was performed

- population data
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Diagnosis coding for COVID-19 is complicated, in part because the World Health 
Organization (WHO) created two different diagnosis codes for COVID-19:

• U07.1 – COVID-19, virus identified (lab confirmed),

• U07.2 – COVID-19, virus not identified (clinically diagnosed).

https://www.aafp.org/pubs/fpm/blogs/inpractice/entry/covid_diagnosis_flowc
harts.html



4



5



6



7



www.phiri.eu

JAMA RESEARCH LETTER 2020
Uptake and Accuracy of the Diagnosis Code
for COVID-19 Among US Hospitalizations
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Our results support the use of code U07.1 to identify 
hospitalized COVID-19 patients in U.S. claims data.

9Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Saf. 2022; 31:476–480.


